
 
 

School Board Meeting Minute Summary 
January 9, 2020 

 
The third regular meeting for the 2019-2020 school year of the St. Joseph School, Board of 
Education, also known as School Board, was held on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the church location of St. Joseph Church, 2950 Kingston Road, York, Pennsylvania 17402.  
 
School Board Members Present:  Mrs. Faith Dobson, Mrs. Jessica Melhorn, Mrs. Deirdre 
Savarese, Mrs. Marcella Oathout, Mrs. Alicia Renard, Mr. John Alfano, Mrs. Amy Day, Mrs. 
Becca Olinger, Mrs. Corrinne Eck, Fr. Steve Fernandes, and Mrs. Erin Maiolino.  
 
Fr. Steve Fernandes offered the opening prayer.  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm.  
 
Mrs. Corrinne Eck asked for feedback regarding flexible instruction days (FID). An initial 
message was sent via the Diocesan email program encouraging families to do the best they 
could on the work with the materials provided rather than spending excessive time working 
through materials that may be too difficult.  However, the email system was down and the 
message was not delivered to families.  
 
There are growing pains with technology use for FID, and Mrs. Eck and teachers are looking for 
not only feedback from families, but also for ways to provide consistency of FID 
 instruction across all grade levels.  As we continue with the program, there will be a learning 
curve for parents, children, and staff.  Mrs. Eck will follow up with communication to the 
community.  
 
Mrs. Eck also noted that the school is looking for new options to provide communication to 
families rather than In the Loop.  Many families do not read the emails sent home, including 
those that are school-wide communications.  
 
Mrs. Eck reviewed the Principal’s report with the Board.  New information includes the Diocese 
restructuring of the Neumann Scholarship, including the due dates for applications.  The due 
date has been pushed forward from April 1 to March 1. Applicants will need their most recent 
tax forms for the new due date.  Mrs. Eck will send more information to families.  
 



Re-enrollment for current families will be automatic.  If students are not re-enrolling, the families 
must notify the school directly.  The school is working on a plan for payment of the re-enrollment 
fee.  
 
The State of the Schools meeting will take place next week.  Both parents and parishioners will 
be attending.  Marketing has been In the Loop and in the church bulletin.  Parents should attend 
to explore where we were as a school community, where we are now, and where we are going 
as a school.  There will be a stand alone invitation sent to parents.  
 
Catholic Schools Week is coming up.  There is a Diocensan flyer created for a joint marketing 
effort for Catholic Schools week as well as a billboard, future radio advertisements for SJY, an 
ad in Community Courier, and additional recruiting efforts.  Board members will be speaking at 
Mass offering testimonies regarding the power of Catholic schools.  
 
Mrs. Deirdre Savarese reported that the wish tree at the church was a success.  Individuals and 
families donated library books, flex chairs, money for lunch accounts, indoor recess games, and 
tuition assistance.  Suggestions for future support include parishioners adopting a students. 
The goal is to partner more with the church and Parish.  
 
Mrs. Faith Dobson indicated the February 2 Open House will also include STREAM activities.  
 
Mr. John Alfano and Ms. Erin Maiolino shared the current financial overview of the school.  The 
budget is in a better place this year when compared to last.  Expenses are down.  A special 
envelope will go to the school from the church collection to help reduce the debt.  
 
Of special note, SCRIP is now available to both order and pay for online.  
 
Fr. Steve Fernandes offered a closing prayer.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm.  


