
 
 

School Board Meeting Minute Summary 
September 19, 2019 

 
The first regular meeting for the 2019-2020 school year of the St. Joseph School, Board of 
Education, also known as School Board, was held on Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. at the church location of St. Joseph Church, 2950 Kingston Road, York, Pennsylvania 
17402.  
 
School Board Members Present:  Mrs. Faith Dobson, Mrs. Jessica Melhorn, Mrs. Deirdre 
Savarese, Mrs. Marcella Oathout, Mrs. Alicia Renard, Mr. John Alfano, Mrs. Amy Day, Mrs. 
Becca Olinger, Mrs. Corrinne Eck, Fr. Steve Fernandes, Mrs. Kristy Baker and Dr. Katie Lewis 
(alternate).  
 
Fr. Steve Fernandes offered the opening prayer.  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm.  
 
Faith Dobson began with an overview of meeting minute structure and the goal of transparency. 
This will come in the form of minutes eventually published on the website for community 
perusal.  
 
Board members introduced themselves and reviewed the expectations for the Board.  
 
Corrinne Eck provided the Principal’s report.  Enrollment at the school is relatively stable, with a 
current enrollment of 283 students.  The school maintained both Spanish and technology 
instruction for the current academic year and also instituted a Character First curriculum to 
augment our virtues program. St. Joseph School submitted a grant proposal for the purchase of 
the curriculum, which Bishop Gainer approved.  This enhances this year’s focus on L.O.V.E: 
Living Our Virtues Everyday.  
 
Mrs. Eck also addressed the new F.U.N. initiative, designed to address specific learning needs 
for all students in addition to those who struggle with reading.  The program includes leveled 
instruction of mixed-aged groups.  
 
Faith Dobson introduced the Board goal of developing a strategic plan for the school.  Areas to 
enhance include marketing and extracurricular offerings.  
 



Kristy Baker presented the marketing report.  The golf outing occurred in close timing to that of 
York Catholic’s resulting in less participation.  For marketing purposes, the Development Office 
is exploring opportunities for future golf endeavors.  The upcoming Open House for St. Joseph 
School will now shift to the Information Meeting format.  In addition, the Annual Fund will kick off 
soon and will include transparency of funding in a new brochure for both this event and other 
fundraising endeavors.  Discussion regarding PIC structure followed.  
 
Marketing opportunities for Board members as well as the community include the following:  
 

● Please give a review on the following sites and ask a friend to do the same. 
SchoolDigger.com 
https://www.greatschools.org/pennsylvania/york/3648-St-Joseph-School/ 
St. Joseph York Facebook Page 
Google St. Joseph School York and leave a review 
 

● If you haven't signed-up for GiantA+ rewards, please do so at 
https://giantfoodstores.com/school-rewards/ 
Our school code is 21190 

 
● Participate in events for fundraising opportunities such as the upcoming Fall Festival at 

Family Tree Farm 
 
Deirdre Savarese addressed the Communication Plan developed last year and shared with the 
Team of Five.  The focus is on reasonable communication expectations from both the school 
and from teachers individually  A new school website is currently under development.  
 
John Alfano shared a three-year budget comparison.  
 
Alicia Renard shared the needs of the Maintenance and Grounds department.  
 
Jessica Melhorn and Faith Dobson introduced the materials amassed from NCEA on 
governance.  Board members will begin a book study of Revisiting a Future of Full of Hope. The 
goal is to get inspired and to learn how we can become a more active board and parish 
community for our school’s future.  
 
Fr. Steve Fernandes offered a closing prayer.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm.  
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